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Reg. Charity:  No. 1116576                                                                                       ISSUE 126  March 2020 

Deadline for items for our April Newsletter is the 20th of March Available on the 30th of March 

Items for the newsletter should be sent to:   maghullandlydiateu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

Shopping and the Supernatural all in One Day!  
 
 
 

It was cold, frosty and sunny when we set off for Oswaldtwistle 
Mills.  Set in a converted Weaving Mill this is an award winning 
destination with lots of variety including clothes, Garden Centre, 
Textile Museum, Cafes, Ice Cream Parlour, Fresh Food etc.   
We arrived to a room set out for us to have coffee/biscuits which 
was a nice start.  Then came the serious business of shopping, 
browsing, investigating and we are all good at that!  Christmas 
was a long time ago and the plastic came out in force with many 
bargains to be had. 
 It was soon lunch time and we had a really tasty Lancashire lunch 
followed by dessert and tea/coffee.   
There was some time to look around the mill, experience its two 
museums - one dedicated to the history of the mill and the 
Hargreaves family and one to the 11th Battalion East Lancashire 
Regiment better known as the Accrington Pals.   
This display was most moving showing reverence to the 585 
men (approx) that were effectively wiped out on the first day of 
the Somme. It was the beginning  of the end of the Pals brigades 
and this memorial showed us exactly why! 
 Then we re-boarded our coach for a trip hosted by Simon 
Entwistle, complete in his top hat and frock coat. He gave us an 
interesting  guided tour of the area. Simon is an 
entertaining commentator who is also an expert on the 
Pendle Witches and Lancashire in general.   Dressed in 
his very appropriate Victorian costume, he looked  the 
part as he took us on our journey into the past.. 
He told us stories about some of the entrepreneurs who 
had humble, poverty stricken starts in this area, who 
went on to make fortunes  and their names are still 
famous today.  He has appeared on TV many times and 
will be on Channel 5 next month.   
A nice, relaxing day with everything included in the trip 
price.                                                                                                                                               Marj Atlay 
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DIGITAL CAMERA GROUP 
Leaders: Peter Martin      526 9406 
                 Terry Horrobin  526 1249 
 Venue: St Andrews Church Room. 
Mondays 14:00 - 16:00 fortnightly 
 

2nd   March   - Close Up 
16th March   -  Black and White 
30th March    - Confection 
Don’t forget to look at the amazing 
photographs we have placed on our 
group page online.   
These stunning photographs are all 
related to the topic of the week.  
 
 FAMILY HISTORY 
Leaders: David Russell 526 6527 & 
Rosney Leith 526 3623 
Venue: Lydiate Village Centre  
1st Friday of the month 13.30 -  15.30 
6th March  - Headstones, memories 
through photographs - Paul McAffley 
 
GARDEN  VISITS     
Leaders: Ann  Raw 526 6086   
Barbara Short  526 1119  
Asst. Doreen Bird 

 

Wednesday 11th March.   -
Shackletons Nurseries & The Calf's 
Head.  
Our first stop this morning is an old 
Garden Visits favourite - Shackletons 
Nurseries.  
 

ARCHITECTURE FOR FUN 
Leader: George Birchall 287 0308 
April 16th - We are proposing a trip 
to Holker Hall and Gardens with, if 
time allows ,  a short visit to Cartmel.  
We will have a guided tour of both 
the Hall and Gardens.   
The cost including all entrance and 
tour fees is £31.00 
See George or John at Architecture 
for Fun desk or call 07826 048379 to 
book a place 
 

ART APPRECIATION   
Leader: Maureen Birchall  287 0308   
Asst: Marje Rusling        531 7179 
Thursday 30th Aril -   Kirkby Gallery 
We have a talk and tour by Emily on 
the Touring Ashmolean Exhibition on 
loan from the Ashmolean museum in 
Oxford.  Many famous artworks 
including Monet , Manet and Pissaro 
are included. 
Contact the Art Desk for more info. 
Donation of £2.00 required 
 
BEGINNERS’ BRIDGE     

Leader:  Jane Jones 526 2530   
Venue: Maghull Parish Hall   
Mondays  13:00 - 15:00  
Improvers & Beginners welcome.  
The next beginners’ class will start in 
September. 

 
CALLIGRAPHY GROUP 
Leader: Rosney Leith 526 3623 
Venue: St Peter’s Church Hall 
Moorhey Rd. Maghull L31 5LW 
We meet on 3rd Wednesday of each 
month  
13:00 - 14:30  
18th of March - continuing with the 
art of Italics. 
 
COMPUTER GROUP 
Leaders: Rhoda Myers   531 0921 
Colin 526 0752     Phil 526 6805 
Tony  924 0040    Doug 07729077278 

Venue: Maghull Baptist Church Hall   

Help Desk: Tuesday a.m. ‘drop in’.  
Bring your laptop or tablet in and we 
will see if we can help.  We tackle a 
wide range of issues and really relish 
a challenge.   

Tuesdays & Fridays 14:00 - 16:00 One 
to one help available (appt only.) 
 
 

Renewals Reminder 
 

General Membership renewals will take place on the first  four Tuesdays in 
March between 10.00 and 11.00 in the Sanctuary.   Membership for 2020 will 
remain at £6.00 per person.    
Members who attend a static group, i.e. in a venue, are encouraged to renew 
in their group during February as this cuts down on the Tuesday morning 
crowds.  Group Leaders will hand out the forms and will take your renewal 
payment (preferably in a cheque form) during the February meetings. 
 
 This year the renewal forms will not be pre-printed with names in an attempt 
to reduce waste and ensure we have the most up to date data. The blank 
forms will be available at the coffee morning during February for you to take 
home, fill in your details, and bring them to the desks on the renewal days.  
If you have difficulty completing the forms, help will be available at the 
renewal desks. If possible please pay by cheque, made payable to Maghull and 
Lydiate U3A with your membership number on the back. 
These changes will hopefully speed up the renewal process considerably if you 
bring a ready completed form and cheque to the desks. 
Any member, who has not renewed by end April 2020, will be removed from 
the database and a new number will be issued if you then wish to renew.                                                         
                                                                                                          Margaret Kendall 

DAY TRIPS   
Leader: Marj Atlay 526 4665    
Asst:      Sylvia Adams 531 9001 
Wed. 25th March.  Visit to the 
English Heritage Historic City of 
Lancaster.  Plenty to see and do in 
this compact and interesting City. 
Then on to the White Cross 
Restaurant set in a 130 year old 
converted Cotton Warehouse 
situated on the banks of the Canal for 
a 2 course lunch with a good choice   
Dep. 09.15  Ret. 17:00 Price £25 inc. 
a two course lunch 
 
Wed.8th April - A visit to Radio 
Lancashire set in Blackburn City 
Centre,  We will have a guided tour 
and see what goes on behind the 
scenes.  
Then we are off to the 
comfortable  Astley Bank Hotel, set in 
its own grounds, - a return visit by 
popular request for a delicious 3 
course lunch.  Dep.9.15am  Ret.5pm 
Price £26 inc. lunch. 
 
NB. All trips depart from/return to 
Central Square.   
A deposit is requested on all trips - 
balance to be paid 2 weeks before 
departure. please. 
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U3A Welfare 
Our U3A cares deeply about all its members but especially those who are poorly or going through a hard time.  If you 

know of any member who is ill, in need or could do with a friendly contact please inform Lill Boyle on  526 4303 
‘Knowing someone cares can make such a difference.’ 

Garden Visits continued 
Shackletons  is an award winning 
family run Home and Garden Centre, 
and it is here that we will stop for our 
morning coffee/tea after which there 
will be time for a browse around this 
lovely Garden Centre.  We will then 
travel the short distance to the Calf's 
Head, situated in the heart of the 
Ribble Valley in the Conservation 
Village of Worston, and it is here that 
we will have a two course meal;  
consisting of a carvery and desserts to 
die for!  Cost £22.00.  
Leave Maghull Square at 09.15   
 Return Maghull Square at  approx. 
17:00. (Traffic permitting).   
 
Wednesday 22nd April -  
A visit has been arranged to 
Trentham Gardens and Shopping 
village, and one of the largest Garden 

Centres in the country. 
Your  day ticket will enable you to 
wander in and out of the garden and 
village.   Make sure you don’t miss 
the Italian Garden, its  planting is 
designed within  the historic 
framework of Sir Thomas Barry's 
Italianate Garden of the 19th Century 
and has one of the largest 
contemporary plan rings in Europe. 
The upper flower garden has been 
restored and beautifully laid out. You 
can stroll or take a boat trip around 
the mile long lake .  The shopping 
village is a destination to please 
everyone.  There are restaurants, 
cafes, and amazing timber lodges 
within a friendly village atmosphere. 
Cost : £21.00.   
Leave Maghull Square at 
9.00a.m  Return Maghull Square 
approx. at 6.00p.m  

GLASS WORKSHOP 
Leader: John Jackson 526 2900 
Asst:      Bob Jones 931 4638 
Venue:  Lydiate Village Centre  
Fridays - 14:00 - 16:00 

March -  13th, 20th and 27th.  

 

 
HISTORY FOR FUN 
Leader: Norman Stalford     Venue:  
Kensington House    Meet: Third 
Friday in the month  14:30 
8th March 1265 The first English 
Parliament 
9th March 1796 Napoleon marries 
Josephine 
15th March 44B.C. The Ides of March 
24th March 1603  Queen Elizabeth 1st 
dies 
But on  the 20th March we won’t be 
talking about any of these, instead  
we  will be talking about  
"The Brothers of Shugborough Hall" . 

Gardening Group Holiday  -  Wednesday 1st April - 5th April 2020.   
 

A five day Holiday has been arranged  to Constable Country, Suffolk and Essex. We will be staying at the 4 star Marks Tay 
Hotel  near Colchester on a 4 night dinner/B&B basis.  Visits include Anglesey Abbey, a Jacobean-style house with gardens 
and a working watermill (N/T).  Constable Country with a Guide, visiting East Bergholt, Dedham and Sudbury which is also 
the home  of Thomas Constable; Cath Chatto Gardens, Woodbridge and Sutton Ho, an Anglo-Saxon Royal  Burial Site. (N/
T) and Lavenham, England's finest medieval village boasting 320 listed buildings. 
We will drive to Helmingham Hall Gardens, one of the regions renowned House and gardens with its red deer. 
For further information please see Garden Visits table. 

The Long, Long Trail 
Delving into the past both individually and as a couple Roy and Edith Ferguson are 
well up on how to trace ancestors using census documents, birth, marriage and 
death registers and of course military records. Roy became interested in his father’s 
family for all the usual reasons and last month  gave a short talk about the results 
of his investigation into his grandfather’s life for the Family History Group.. 
The delving into one’s past comes with the possibility that one may discover the 
unexpected and so it was for Roy.  His grandfather turned out not to be John 
William Ferguson but John William Fierke! A name of Polish or German origin and a 
name one might want to change whilst living in England after WW1.  After all the 
Royal Family did it!!   
The certainty that this had indeed happened was further confused by the worrying 
story of the missing tattoo and the Presidency of the Seaman’s Orphanage.  Not being one to give up Roy searched all 
known registers and eventually cleared up the Presidency question by reading an article in the Liverpool Mercury of all 
places!  The tattoo is still to be sorted! 
He went on to find out about all of John’s children one of whom was Roy’s father and another: one Sydney John Ferguson 
who was killed on the First of April 1918 at the battle of the Somme.  Intrigued by this Roy has been out to Wimereux, 
where Sydney is buried  confirming that it has indeed been a long, long trail.                                       Jane Jones 
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THEATRE GROUP  Leaders:  Pat Kelly 476 1726,  
Ann Unsworth & Sue Quinn 

 

THEATRE SHOW DATE PRICE 

The Empire The King and I  (ticket only) 12th March £46.00 

The 
Playhouse 

Quality Street—Northern 
Broadsides (ticket only) 20th March £22.00 

The Empire Cabaret (ticket only) 17th April £40.00 

 

TUESDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
10:00 - 11:15 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Maghull Baptist Church Hall   
Tea/coffee served until 10:50  

Time for a cuppa, a chat and a chance 
to make new friends. 

 Easy Walkers continued 
desk on Tuesday coffee mornings.  
A full programme of ready made 
walks is available so you need not 
create a new programme. Judith 
Jones, the Easy Walk leader, is also 
happy to discuss with you all that the 
leadership entails.  
 
NORDIC WALKING   
Leaders: Margaret Kendall 
 Date & Time: Mondays 10:15 
Venue: Meet at Maghull Leisure 
Centre 
 
 

WALKING NETBALL GROUP 
Leader:   Margaret Ashton 285 1817 
Asst:         Cheryl Mercer 924 0902 
Venue:     West Lancs College, Skem 
Fridays 09:30 - 10:30 

Our Walking Netball group continues 
to grow.  If you fancy joining us come 
and  see Margaret Ashton at the 
Group Support desk Tues mornings. 
 
 

WELSH GROUP 
Leader:  Jane Jones 526 2530 
First & third Thursday of the month   
Please ring for details 
 
 
 

WINE TASTING 
Leader:  George Birchall 287 0308 
Venue:   Lydiate Village Centre 
See the website for full details 
19th March -  Join us for a tasting of 
Chilean and Argentinian wine at 
‘Winetime at Scatchards’ (the usual 
venue and the usual costs) 
See George on Wine Tasting desk or 
text 07826 048379 

History for Fun continued 
The younger of the two was 
the second man to circumnavigate 
the world and return with vast 
fortune 
To find out more be there on Friday 
 
LAW FOR FUN  
Leader: John Dilworth  07950950787 
Venue: Lydiate Village Hall 
Third Thursday each month  14:00 - 
16:00 Entry £1.50 inc. refreshments. 
At the March meeting of Law for Fun 
on 19th March John  will examine the 
topic of disclosure which has 
bedevilled the criminal justice system 
over the last couple of years.  
This will include examining the 
balance that has to be struck 
between ensuring the right to a fair 
trial and restricting access to 
sensitive information, the revelation 
of which may cause significant harm 
to the public interest.” 
 
LOCAL HISTORY  
Leader:  Denis Stevens 531 9188   
Asst. Leader:  Wyn Taylor 526 5467 
Convenor: Bidni O’Donnell 476 2115   
Venue:  Lydiate Village Hall   
First Tuesday monthly 14:00 - 16:00 
Cost: £2.00 

 

Tuesday 3rd March - Roisin Stoddern 
will give a talk and slide presentation 
on ‘Liverpool Metropolitan 
Cathedral’.    Having been a guide 
there for many years Roisin will take 
us on a guided tour delving into the 
heart of the Cathedral. 
 

TABLE GAMES  
Leader:  Phil Davidson 526 6805 
Asst:      Cath Pearson 526 1872 
Venue:  The Function Room, Maghull 
Town Hall    Mondays 10:00 - 12:00   
 
TABLE TENNIS 
Leaders: Carolyn Comaish 526  4478     
                George Dobie 285 0119 
Tuesdays 14:00 & Fridays 14:00   
Venue:  Maghull Baptist Church  Hall 
 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCE  
Leader:  Phil Davidson 526 6805  
Asst:     Colin Bennett 526 0752 
Venue: Kensington House 14:30   
11th March -  Don’t Eat the Green 
Bits!! (postponed from February) 
25th March - A History of Sepsis 
 
WALKING GROUPS 
EASY WALKERS 
Leader: Judith Jones 07443 334222  
First Thursday of the month. 
This group is now full. 17 people 
walked last week which is a difficult 
number for the two leaders to 
manage, to ensure all walkers are 
safe, and to  enable the walk to be 
fun for everyone.  
If anyone is willing to create an Easy 
walk 2 group, it would be much 
appreciated, as our U3A tries to 
ensure equal access to groups for all 
members.  
If anyone is willing to lead another 
group ( which could be on any day of 
your choosing), please come and  
discuss it at the group leader support  
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