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Reg. Charity:  No. 1116576                                                                             ISSUE 121  September 2019 

Deadline for items for our October Newsletter is the 31st of August.  Available on the 24th of September 

The Emerald Green Isle 
Salty sea-breezes, sunshine, sailboats and spectacular scenery just about covers our recent trip to Northern Ireland.  Our 
guided tour by the delectable Aiden took us to the aesthetic parts of the city, Queen’s University, the Botanic Gardens 
before showing us the Falls Road, Shankill Road, the murals from recent and older times and the gates that still close 
every night at seven o’clock.   

 

Warmed by tasters from the Bushmills’ collection of malt whiskies we made 
our way to the north coast of Ireland.  The Giant ’s Causeway was quite 
magnificent and mysterious.  Stacked like poker chips from Finn McCool’s 
last hand the basalt, hexagonal, interlocking columns impress with their 
neat arrangement.  Really the result of a volcanic eruption they led like 
stepping stones from the sea to the towering cliffs high above us.   
The iconic names given to the more distinctive structures, the chimneys, 
the boot, the organ and the camel teased our imagination and made us 
climb to the top of the smaller stacks so we could stand on an alien 
landscape and face the blue grey sea. 

 

In Londonderry, the ardent passion of our tour guide painted a moving picture of the troubles the city had seen as we 
travelled through the Bogside of Derry.  Once the scene of the riots and fighting in the seventies culminating in ‘Bloody 
Sunday’, the murals and the Peace bridge now testify to the city’s desire for a new beginning.  The largest complete 
walled city in Ireland was currently living in harmony as the warmth and greeting of its people testified. 

 

Belfast and the Titanic lived up to expectations.  Myths and mysteries, conjecture and coincidences, dealt with alongside 
each other, gave depth to the story of the stricken star of the White Star Line.  Her last remaining tender the SS Nomadic, 
docked alongside the Titanic building was captivating.  The ships met only the once, the great liner destined to lie frozen 
in the deep Atlantic whilst the diminutive Nomadic went on the play her role during the coming wars.  Her legacy of 
service brought many of us a feeling of pride and tenderness for the valiant little vessel. 
 

Mount Stewart Garden was magnificent as was the weather!  Sauntering 
around the formal gardens with the heady aroma of the beautiful blooms, 
strolling around the still waters of the lake and ambling  towards the 
exquisite Temple of the Winds, bathed in bright sunshine, made the place 
almost magical.  We could have stayed all day but in Northern Ireland there 
was always more to see and though we delayed our departure, move on we 
did as the dramatic history of Carrickfergus Castle was calling us. 

 

Not all took part in our last visit.  Crumlin Road Gaol wasn’t everyone’s cup 
of tea but for those of us who ventured into the home of the interned, 
where Loyalists and Republican prisoners were kept side by side it was a 
sobering and moving experience.  

 

Our last day had been full of contrasts, as indeed had our holiday.  We’d seen the condemned cell of a notorious prison, 
had a picnic in the grounds of the City Hall and ended it as we had begun with salty sea-breezes, squawking seagulls and 
a sense we’d all been somewhere rather special.                                                                                                              Jane Jones 
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ARCHITECTURE FOR FUN 
Leader: David Scott  07968289297 
Asst: George Birchall 287 0308 

11th September. Townley Hall Burnley. 
Depart Maghull. Guided tour of Hall.  

 

10th October. Shugborough Estate, 
Stafford. Coach from Maghull , entry to 
Estate , tour of Shugborough Hall , tour 
of Lichfield Apartment with 
photographic display of Patrick 
Lichfield , access to gardens & grounds 
including a model farm museum with 
rare breeds of farm animals & the 
estates brewery.    
See George/John on Architecture for 
Fun desk.   
 
ART APPRECIATION   
Leader: Maureen Birchall  287 0308   
Asst: Marje Rusling        531 7179 

 

Thursday 5th September -  We are 
visiting the Lady Lever Gallery  Port 
Sunlight, for a viewing of the work of 
Rembrandt, the widely acclaimed 
master of the Dutch  Golden Age  and 
an unrivalled storyteller. 
£1.00 donation upon booking please. 
Meet at venue for 1.15 pm. or earlier if 
you want lunch at the cafe. 

 

Friday 27th September  -  Modigliani 
Opera Experience Modigliani’s life 
from birth to death on a 180 degree 
cinema screen @ 26 Bold St. Liverpool 
at 13:30. Entry £5 .inc. audio guide.  
Meet outside Central Station side 
entrance.  Contact Maureen if you are 
interested. 

BEGINNERS’ BRIDGE     

Leader:  Jane Jones 526 2530   
Venue: Maghull Parish Hall   
Mondays  13:00 - 15:00  
Our group re-starts after the summer 
break on the 2nd of September.   
The next beginners’ lessons will start 
on the 7th of October.   
 
CALLIGRAPHY GROUP 
Leader: Rosney Leith 526 3623 
Venue: St Peter’s Church Hall 
Moorhey Rd. Maghull L31 5LW 
Will meet on 3rd Wednesday each 
month 13:00 - 14:00  
First meeting on the 18th September 
then 16th October  
 
COMPUTER GROUP 
Leaders: Rhoda Myers   531 0921 
Colin 526 0752     Phil 526 6805 
Tony  924 0040    Doug 07729077278 

Venue: Maghull Baptist Church Hall 

Help Desk: Tuesday a.m. ‘drop in’.  
Bring your laptop or tablet in and we 
will see if we can help.  
Tuesdays & Fridays 14:00 - 16:00 One 
to one help available (appt only.) 
 
DAY TRIPS   
Leader: Marj Atlay 526 4665   Asst:      
Sylvia Adams 531 9001 

Fri.13th Sept.  Visit to Sikh Temple. 
Guided Tour, Langa lunch. Onto 
Jewellery Museum for guided tour 
tea/biscuits 
Dep.8.30am  Ret.6pm  Price £24 inc. 
guided tours/lunch/tea/biscuits 

DAY TRIPS continued  

Wed.16th Oct.  Visit to Bowness on 
Windermere then onto Blackwell Arts 
and Crafts House.  Guided tour, talk, 
cream tea.   
Dep.9.15am Ret.6pm Price £23 inc.  
guided tour/cream tea 
 

Thurs.14th Nov.  Manchester 
Christmas Markets set in the City 
Centre.  Over 300 chalets plus the 
main shops. Then we move onto the  
Stockport Plaza for their Christmas 
Spectacular.   
Sit back in your comfortable stalls seat 
and enjoy. Perfect treat to start the 
Christmas period.  
Dep. 09.30  Ret. 17:00  Price £25 inc. 
good stalls seat.  
 

Mon.16th Dec. Visiting the lovely 
village of Port Sunlight with plenty of 
points of interest.   
Visit the Lady Lever Art Gallery with 
its treasures, and a garden centre 
with lovely cafe.   
Then onto Llyndir Hall Hotel Rossett 
for a delicious 3 course lunch followed 
by coffee/mince pie.    
Dep.9.30am  Ret.17:00  Price £27 inc. 
lunch (a deposit of £10 is requested 
on this trip please)  
Booking opens on the 10th 
September 

 

Full details at our table or on the web 
site click on Day Trips.  A deposit is 
requested for all trips please which 
depart from/return to Central 
Square.     

Mackintosh and Modern Apps!!  
 

Our day out in Mackintosh Land (Walker Art Gallery) was to say the least memorable mostly for the right reasons.  We 
had booked as a group with a designated time, however some members still managed to miss us.  Such  a shame .The rest 
of us entered the exhibition knowing there was no tour as such.  I took lots of unused microphones usually provided when 
on a tour bus or such like which I usually give to grandchildren when they forget to bring their own. 
We knew it was a self guided  tour with App connection so we could use our mobiles.  Well, what a palaver some wouldn't 
fit, some wouldn't work or so it seemed, so we could not download the app, the reception staff were so helpful and pa-
tient with us old doddery technophobes. 
Eventually we got sorted and thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful design genius of Rennie Mackintosh star of The Glasgow 
Style. Also on show were works of furniture, tapestry and stained glass objets d'art by others of the group such as his wife 
Margaret McDonald.  Over 250 works on display kept us enthralled and exceeded all our expectations.  Next year we in-
tend a weekend to visit Glasgow  to immerse ourselves totally in Art Nouveau.  
                                                                                                                                                                                          Maureen Birchall 

Items for the newsletter should be sent to:   maghullandlydiateu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

mailto:maghullandlydiateu3anewsletter@gmail.com
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www.maghullandlydiateu3a.org.uk        For general enquiries please contact us on:  mandlu3a@gmail.com 

DIGITAL CAMERA GROUP 
Leaders: Peter Martin      526 9406 
                 Terry Horrobin  526 1249 
 Venue: St Andrews Church Room. 
Mondays 14:00 - 16:00 fortnightly 
Our next topics are:  

 

2nd. September -  ‘The Garden’.   
16th September -   Wheels 
30th September -   Woodwork 
 
FAMILY HISTORY 
Leaders: David Russell 526 6527 & 
Rosney Leith 526 3623 
Venue: Lydiate Village Centre  
1st Friday of the month 13.30 -  15.30 
6th September - Working Summers 
pea, fruit picking etc. 
4th October - Effect of the  Black 
Death, 17th©Plague and Spanish Flu  
had on the population. Doug & Pam 
 
FRENCH GROUPS 
LANGUAGE 
Leader: David Ward 526 5071 

Monday Group 14:00  - 16:00 
Venue: St George’s Social Club  
Class re-starts 16th September. 
Wednesday Group 14:00 - 16:00 
Venue:  Hudson Primary School 
Class re-starts on 18th of 
September. 
 
MODERN FRANCE 
Leader: David Ward 526 5071 
Venue:  Hudson Primary School 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
14:30 - 16:30 

Class re-starts 23rd September 
 
GLASS WORKSHOP 
Leader: John Jackson 526 2900 
Venue:  Lydiate Village Centre  
September 13th, 20th, & 27th . 
October 11th, 18th, &amp; 25th . 
 
GARDEN  VISITS     
Leaders: Ann  Raw 526 6086   
Barbara Short  526 1119  
Asst. Doreen Bird 

There is no garden visit trip planned 
for September. 
 

GARDEN VISITS continued 
23rd. October - Visit to Tweedmill 
Centre in St Asaph followed by a 
meal at the Brookhouse Mill.  Depart 
08:45 from the square.  Return 
17:00/30 approx.                                         
 

Wednesday 11th December 
Christmas lunch - Our first visit will 
be to Barton Grange garden centre 
for a bit of festive inspiration.   This 
is a lovely garden centre with plenty 
of ideas to put you in the Christmas 
spirit.   Later we will journey to our 
“Mystery” Christmas lunch venue, as 
most of us like a surprise!!  The 
venue is set in beautiful 
surroundings and countryside.   It is 
a three course meal with a choice of 
starters, mains and an assiette of 
Christmas desserts, tea/coffee and 
mince pie.  
Cost £30.00  (inc. coach travel) 
Depart Maghull Square – 09:30 
Return Maghull Square. – 17:30 app. 
 
 

HISTORY FOR FUN 
Leader: Norman Stalford 
Venue:  Kensington House 
Meet: Third Friday in the month 
Last month we all enjoyed a very 
entertaining and lively talk by Cliff 
Duncan on ‘The Life of Winston 
Churchill’. 

20th September - This month’s 
topic will be ‘George Washington’.   

LAW FOR FUN  
Leader: John Dilworth  07950950787 
Venue: Lydiate Village Hall 
Third Thursday each month  14:00 - 
16:00 Entry £1.50 inc. refreshments. 
Thurs. 19th Sept - ‘The Law of 
Negligence’   Find out what ‘duty of 
care’ really means, how damages are 
calculated and how contributory 
negligence has such an impact. 
We will also discuss the cross over 
between civil and criminal law where 
negligence is concerned. 
 
 LOCAL HISTORY  
Leader:  Denis Stevens 531 9188   
Asst. Leader:  Wyn Taylor 526 5467 
Convenor: Bidni O’Donnell 476 2115   
Venue:  Lydiate Village Hall   
First Tuesday monthly 14:00 - 16:00 
Cost: £2.00  

Tuesday Sep 4th - Mr Jim Flynn 
‘Growing up in Liverpool in the 
1950s.’  
 
MATHS FOR FUN 
Leader:  Wanda Leach  284 8454 
Venue:  Kensington House, Station Rd 
14:30 - 16:30  Admission - £1.00 inc 
refreshments. 
4th September - Join us for more 
perplexing problems and confusing 
conundrums to tickle our brain cells 
and make us laugh.   
 

  Many Happy Returns Gwyneth 
We had a special party last 
month in the Welsh Group. 
We were privileged to help 
celebrate Gwyneth’s 90th 
birthday. Bucks Fizz, chocolate 
cake, candles and flowers 
were the order of the day and 
enjoyed by all who were able 
to come. Gwyneth shared her 
celebration with her daughter 
Carolyn who had come over 
from Cyprus especially.    The celebration was followed by another party for 
close friends and family.  The U3A also helped mark Gwyneth’s special 
birthday with a presentation of a beautiful orchid plant and card by Dot 
Brannigan our Chair.                                                                                   Jane Jones 

http://www.maghullandlydiateu3a.org.uk
mailto:mandlu3a@gmail.com
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THEATRE GROUP   
Leaders:  Pat Kelly 476 1726, Ann Unsworth & Sue Quinn 

U3A Welfare 
Our U3A cares deeply about all its members but especially those who are poorly or going through a hard time.  If you 

know of any member who is ill, in need or could do with a friendly contact please inform Lill Boyle (Welfare) on  526 4303 
‘Knowing someone cares can make such a difference.’ 

THEATRE SHOW DATE PRICE 

Bridgewater Hall Classics from the Movies (inc. transport) 28th Sept £48.00 

Empire Theatre 9 - 5 the Musical (ticket only) 4th Oct £51.50 

Empire Theatre Les Misérables -  (ticket only) 17th Oct £56.00 

Bridgewater Hall Licence to Thrill 18th Oct TBA 

Bridgewater Hall Space Spectacular 16th Nov TBA 

Playhouse Miracle on 34th Street 12h Dec  TBA 

Royal Exchange Gypsy  17th Jan TBA 

Philharmonic   New Year’s Eve - Music from James 
Bond (transport and ticket) 31st Dec £35.00 

2020    

 

TUESDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
10:00 - 11:15 

 
 
 
 
 

Maghull Baptist Church Hall   
Tea/coffee served until 11:00   

NORDIC WALKING   
Leaders: Brenda & John McKenzie 
 0790052522 
Venue: Lydiate Village Hall 
Mon. 18:30  but for Bank Holidays.  

Five of our members have just 
completed a Nordic Walking Leaders 
course with Active Sefton.    
We have two Nordic Walking groups 
one meets alternate Monday 
mornings 10.15 and the other meets 
every Monday night 6.30. To walk 
with one of these groups you need to 
complete a free 4 hr. training course 
which is run by Active Sefton.   
For more details, check Active  
Sefton’s web site or visit the Group 
Support desk or text Brenda.  
 
POETRY READING GROUP 
Leader: Gwen Parry  526 4798 
Venue:  27 East Meade, Maghull 
Second Wednesday of the month 
10:30-12:30   
This friendly group has now returned 
to East Meade.  September’s poems 
will all follow the theme of ‘Roads’ 

TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCE  
Leader:  Phil Davidson 526 6805  
Asst:     Colin Bennett 526 0752 
Venue: Kensington House 14:30   

11th September -  Fredrick William 
Herschel - We will be looking at 
Herschel’s contribution from 
telescopes to infra red. 

25th September -  The History of 
Sound Recording. 
 

TABLE TENNIS 
Leaders: Carolyn Comaish 526  4478     
                George Dobie 285 0119 
Tuesdays 14:00 & Fridays 14:00   
Venue:  Maghull Baptist Church  Hall 

Happy Birthday Lynne 
After a shorter than 
normal ride on Monday 
08th July, the Easy 
Riders Cycle group all 
met at the Miller and 
Carter restaurant in 
Aughton.  

 

This was to celebrate 
the special birthday of 
Lynne Maloret.    

 As you can see, it was a great day enjoyed by all.                        Brian Dickinson 

TREBLE RECORDER GROUP  
Leader:  Chris Otium 531 8401 
Asst:    Lynne Maloret  526 4490 
Venue: Maghull Baptist Church  
Tuesdays 11:00 - 11:30  
Contact Lynne if you are interested.  
Some previous experience would be 
helpful. 
 
WELSH GROUP 
Leader:  Jane Jones 526 2530 
First & third Thursday of the month  
09:45 - 11:45   
Our Welsh class re-starts on the 5th of 
September. 

HOLIDAYS NOW AVAILABLE 
Leader: Jane Jones 526 2530 

 

Battlefields Tour - 6th  Sept 2020 
Booking  for this break will open on 
the 3rd of September .  The trip is 
fully guided throughout. 
Five days b/b basis with three 
additional meals provided.  All 
entrances included. 
 

Isle of Wight  2020 holiday -  
Booking for this break will open on 
the 1st October. 

 


