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Deadline for items for our September Newsletter is the 20th of August.  Available on the 10th of Sept 

Over the Pennines and Far Away ….. 
 

Where did we go? Well, It’s the largest County in England and sometimes known as God’s Own Country. Yes you are right 
40 of us travelled to Yorkshire for a 3 day /2 night break. 
 We headed off from The Square for the Yorkshire Dales and Villages visiting 
Masham, with its beautiful parks and gardens then onto Hawes where we 
had some lunch, sampled every Cheese at the Wensleydale Creamery Shop, 
making a note of our favourites, and in to their Gift Shop.  We then 
continued on down through Kettlewell set in Calendar Girl Country.  All this 
way the sun had his hat on but then approaching Grassington he decided to 
change it for his souwester.  The popular consensus was to go past 
Grassington and head straight for the Rendezvous Hotel on the outskirts of 
Skipton.  What a treat this was.  Situated on the banks of the Leeds Liverpool 
Canal. Family owned , with lovely views of the surrounding countryside, well 
equipped comfortable rooms, swimming pool and gym and a decent evening 
meal.   

Next day saw the sun out again as we headed for the ancient market town 
of Helmsley on the North York Moors. A very pretty and typical small 
Yorkshire Town, with a lovely Market Square, individual shops, cafes etc. 
choice of no less than 3 pubs and all overlooked by Helmsley Castle, now 
owned by English Heritage and a church painted with exquisite murals. 
Onto the calm peaceful surroundings of Ampleforth Abbey set in over 2,000 
acres of the Howardian Hills an area of outstanding natural beauty.. Time to 
visit the Church and take part in a guided tour, There is a Visitor Centre 
where they sell their home products, Cider, Apple Brandy, Honey all 
products from their own orchards and beehives. Turns out the Monks here 
have become really good at this. There is a nice Tea Room with Robert 
“Mousy” Thompson tables. 

Back at our Hotel we prepared for our evening boat cruise on the ‘The Dalesman’, which belongs to the Hotel and we 
enjoyed a 3 hour cruise while a delicious 3 course meal followed by tea/coffee/chocolates was served, We sailed leisurely 
along the Leeds Liverpool Canal’s beautiful scenery and where lots of “duck 
families” were taking their evening swim. 
After breakfast, bidding our hotel farewell, we headed for historic Haworth, 
formerly an old weavers’ village set on the Moors (think Wuthering Heights) 
but now thanks to The Brontes it is famous all over the world. We had an 
interesting talk at the Bronte Parsonage by a gentleman who obviously was 
passionate about this subject and then time to view the Museum.  It was very 
interesting but you had to be super fit to manage the hill up to it! Our day 
finished with a little light retail therapy at Batley Mill.  Plenty of bargains and 
plenty of plastic was flashed.   We arrived back at The Square spot on 
schedule at 6pm.                                                                          Marj Atlay 

Items for the newsletter should be sent to:   maghullandlydiateu3anewsletter@gmail.com 
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ARCHITECTURE FOR FUN 
Leader: David Scott  07968289297 
Asst: George Birchall 287 0308 
 

Thursday 4th July -  
Trip to Dunham Massey and Jodrell 
Bank  
See the gardens at Dunham Massey 
(lunch available at cost) and then move 
on to Jodrell Bank for a talk and self 
tour.  Our tour coincides with the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Moon 
landing in 1969 an event that captured 
all our imagination all those years ago. 
See George or John at the Architecture 
for Fun desk 
 
ART APPRECIATION   
Leader: Maureen Birchall  287 0308   
Asst: Marje Rusling        531 7179 
 
Sunday 28th until Tuesday 30th July.     
Visit to Bletchley Park,  Eltham Palace, 
Dulwich Picture Gallery & Greenwich; a 
World Heritage Site.  
 

Wednesday August 7th 
We are visiting Kirkby Gallery  for an 
informative tour of this age old art of 
Wood Cut.   Print Master Anthony 
Ratcilffe  is also available for classes 
£30.00 for a full day with a fully 
mounted work to take home.   What’s 
not to like? 
Tour is free but when  booking at 
desk  a £1.00 donation is required for 
gallery.   Meet at venue at a time to be 
arranged. 
 

Thursday 5th September  
We are visiting the Lady Lever Gallery  
Port Sunlight, for a viewing of the work 
of Rembrandt, the widely acclaimed 
master of the Dutch  Golden Age  and 
an unrivalled storyteller. 
He was one of the most experimental 
Print makers of the 17th century. 
We are privileged to be able to see fifty 
of his most memorable works on loan 
from The Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 
£1.00 donation upon booking please. 
Meet at venue for 1.15 pm. or earlier if 
you want lunch at the cafe. 
 
CALLIGRAPHY GROUP 
The first meeting for this group will be 
early in September.  Co-ordinator yet 
to be verified. 

COMPUTER GROUP 
Leaders: Rhoda Myers   531 0921 
Colin 526 0752     Phil 526 6805 
Tony  924 0040    Doug 07729077278 

Venue: Maghull Baptist Church Hall 

 

Help Desk: Tuesday a.m. ‘drop in’.  
Bring your laptop or tablet in and we 
will see if we can help.  
Having recently given the team the 
challenge of rescuing my laptop I can 
say wholeheartedly if it can be saved 
this amazing group will do it!  Thanks 
team. 

Tuesdays & Fridays 14:00 - 16:00 One 
to one help available (appt only.) 
 
DAY TRIPS    Leader: Marj Atlay 526 
4665   Asst:      Sylvia Adams 531 9001 

 

Wed.3rd July - If you like mooching, 
browsing, checking out products for 
sale and buying, then come with us to 
Ena Mill.   
A former busy Cotton Mill it’s now 
a  great outlet where you can buy just 
about anything and a lovely Cafe for 
morning coffee.  We then move on to 
the  Astley Bank Hotel Darwen, 
Lancashire, set in 6 acres of grounds. 
for a delicious three course lunch . 
 Dep.09.15  Ret. 18:00  £25 inc. lunch  
 
 

Wed. 2lst Aug - Trentham Gardens 
and Shopping Village.  On arrival we 
receive our Day Ticket which will 
entitle you to wander as you 
please.  See the wonderful Show 
Gardens, Italian Gardens, Upper 
Flower Gardens etc. You can take a 
relaxing boat trip on their lake. Add to 
that the Shopping Village and one of 
the biggest Garden Centres in the 
country.  Plenty of places to eat/
drink.  Dep.9.15am  Ret.6pm Price 
£20 inc. entrance to the Gardens  
 

Turkey n Tinsel in Scotland - 2nd Dec. 
to 6th Dec.2019.  Staying at the Rob 
Roy Hotel only a short stroll from the 
pretty village of Aberfoyle, the hotel 
has a good reputation for comfort, 
food etc. and all the  rooms have the 
usual mod-cons. Entertainment is 
provided and excursions / entrances 
are included.   

 

A deposit is required on all trips 
please and your membership card 
should be available. 

DIGITAL CAMERA GROUP 
Leaders: Peter Martin      526 9406 
                 Terry Horrobin  526 1249 
 Venue: St Andrews Church Room. 
Mondays 14:00 - 16:00 fortnightly 
 

This group is now closed for the 
summer break but don’t forget to 
keep taking those photos as the next 
topic on 2nd. of September will be 
The Garden. 
 
FAMILY HISTORY 
Leaders: David Russell 526 6527 & 
Rosney Leith 526 3623 
Venue: Lydiate Village Centre 13:30  
Following their amazing Open Day 
success the group continues delving 
into the past, unearthing secrets and 
making connections with long 
forgotten family. 
 
GLASS WORKSHOP 
Leader: John Jackson 526 2900 
Venue:  Lydiate Village Centre  
Fridays - 14:00 - 16:00 
Workshops will be held as usual in 
July. 
 
GARDEN  VISITS     
Leaders: Ann  Raw 526 6086   
Barbara Short  526 1119  
Asst. Doreen Bird 
 

10th July  - Derwen Garden Centre 
Today we travel to Welshpool to visit 
the Derwen Garden Centre and the 
Gardens within the Garden Centre.   
 

Their lovely restaurant has been 
expanded with a beautiful  
chandelier-lit room looking out onto a 
new covered veranda and paved 
patio.  
The restaurant is open for breakfast, 
lunch  and tea and is fully Licensed. All 
meals are home cooked from  locally 
sourced produce. 
 

The Gardens within the Garden 
Centre - Having been involved in the 
making of medal winning gardens  at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, they 
have created their own themed 
gardens to give visitors the Chelsea  
experience.  There  are 15 small 
themed gardens e.g. A Celtic, Italian, 
Mediterranean, and Oriental 
garden  to name but a few.    
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Holiday Dates for your Diaries. 
 

April 24th. 2020 - Enjoy a Murder Mystery break at the Hallmark Derby Midland Hotel in Derby.  There are only a couple of 
rooms left on this break.  Don’t delay, talk to us soon! 

June 2020 - Coming soon, news of a seven day holiday to the Isle of Wight.  Details will be posted as soon as they are 
verified. 
September 2020 -  At the request of a few members a trip has been arranged to the Somme and Passchendaele battlefields 
of northern France.  The five day trip will be escorted by a professional guide and will be based  in Arras.  Booking will open 
in early September.    For full details of any of these breaks please contact Jane on 526 2530 or ask at the Holiday Desk. 

Garden Visits continued 
Following on, this afternoon we will travel the short distance  to Dingle Garden.   This garden was created by Barbara 
and  Roy Joseph amid the beautiful mid Wales rolling hills, and is an internationally acclaimed RHS garden. 
The garden is especially well known  for its colour-theme and unusual planting which include lakeside, lawned and mixed 
bed areas, a stream fed lake and huge array of plant species which make this sheltered Dingle a haven for all types of wild-
life. This is a truly beautiful garden and offers an ideal day out. Tea/coffee are free and you can help yourself.  Leave 
Maghull square 08.45  Return Maghull square  approx. 18:00- 18:30.  (traffic permitting) 
 
August - A visit to Bellis Garden Centre and Erddig  House and Gardens, a N/T property is being arranged. Full details at the 
Garden Visits table, Tuesday mornings. 

The Perfect Power of Portmeirion 
 

Nestling amid woodlands made of native trees, huge rhododendron bushes and 
carefully manicured gardens that lead down to the estuary of the River Dwyryd;  
Portmeirion lies protected from the outside world; safe in its own time capsule 
guarded by a spell that touches all who enter. 
 

It is a playground for grown-ups, keeping us in touch with our inner child who 
still gazes in awe at the magic that this perfect village provides.  It gives us the  
opportunity to explore, to follow broken steps that beckon but lead nowhere; to 
peep out from the shell grotto, to hide amongst the wild gardens; to pretend 
that we are on the side of Lake Como with occasionally some sunshine to add to 

the illusion. 
 

Portmeirion was built on the whim of one man, Clough Williams-Ellis, who dreamt 
of saving buildings, statues and structures that were on a  real or metaphorical 
scrap heap.  He swooped down, rescued and relocated buildings with different 
styles and stories and brought them here to a quiet corner in North West Wales 
where they form a land of make-believe. 
 

The road leads us down past the Colonnade overlooking a giant chess board to the 
coloured buildings with quaint names, Anchor, Angel, Unicorn that catch the eye.   
We find niches amid the brightly coloured walls that provide homes for cherubs, 
saints in prayer, Thai dancers, mermaids and a golden Buddha left over from the 

filming of the ’Inn of the Sixth Happiness’ in a nearby village. 
 

Walk under arches that frame exquisite views of the village and the river beyond.   
Meander to the lighthouse that carries no light but looks the part at the tip of the 
headland. Children play on the ‘boat’ that is moored for ever by the hotel building 
not realising it is just a wall.  They stand at the helm and gaze out to sea and like 
Clough, see the journeys yet to be made and the horizon that beckons. 
 

Portmeirion is indeed an illusion, the dream of one man; but from the beginning 
and still  today it delights the young and the old.  It is quite simply magic!    

                                                                                                                                                                                                      Jane Jones 

http://www.maghullandlydiateu3a.org.uk
mailto:mandlu3a@gmail.com
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THEATRE GROUP   
Leaders:  Pat Kelly 476 1726, Ann Unsworth & Sue Quinn 

U3A Welfare 
Our U3A cares deeply about all its members but especially those who are poorly or going through a hard time.  If you 

know of any member who is ill, in need or could do with a friendly contact please inform Lill Boyle (Welfare) on  526 4303 
‘Knowing someone cares can make such a difference.’ 

THEATRE SHOW DATE PRICE 

Everyman  Griff Rhys Jones - All Over the Place 14th Sept TBA 

Empire Theatre Les Misérables -  no transport 17th Oct £56.00 

Empire Theatre Glyndebourne Company - Rigoletto 
no transport 23rd Nov £44.00   

Bridgewater Hall Space Spectacular 16th Nov TBA 

Playhouse Miracle on 34th Street 7th Dec …. TBA 

Bridgewater Hall Classics from the Movies 28th Sept TBA 

Empire Theatre 9 - 5 the Musical date to be decided 1st - 5th Oct TBA 

Bridgewater Hall Licence to Thrill 18th Oct TBA 

Royal Exchange Gypsy date to be decided 30th Nov ... TBA 

 

TUESDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
10:00 - 11:15 

 

 
 
 

 

Maghull Baptist Church Hall   
Tea/coffee served until 11:00   

 

Time for a cuppa, a chat and a 
chance to make new friends. 

 LOCAL HISTORY  
Leader:  Denis Stevens 531 9188   
Asst. Leader:  Wyn Taylor 526 5467 
Convenor: Bidni O’Donnell 476 
2115   Venue:  Lydiate Village Hall   
First Tuesday monthly 14:00 - 16:00 
Cost: £2.00  

Following our excellent talk by Mrs 
Elaine Allen our programme 
continues with: 
Tuesday 2nd July - Mr John 
Stoddern ‘Liverpool’s Anglican 
Cathedral’ 
Tuesday Sep 4th - Mr Jim Flynn 
‘Growing up in Liverpool in the 
1950s.’  
 
POETRY READING GROUP 
Leader: Gwen Parry  526 4798 
Venue:  27 East Meade, Maghull 
Second Wednesday of the month 
10:30-12:30   
For the moment the Poetry Group 
will be having their July meeting at 
Anne Carr’s House - 23 Buckingham 
Road (526 4456) 
There will be no meeting in August. 
It is hoped that normal service will 
be resumed in time for September. 
 
TABLE TENNIS 
Leaders: Carolyn Comaish 526  4478     
                George Dobie 285 0119 
Tuesdays 14:00 & Fridays 14:00   
Venue:  Maghull Baptist Church  Hall 
This group continues through July 
and August so no excuses for not 
keeping up your fitness regime! 

SPANISH CONVERSATION 
Leader : Ron Higham 526 3562 
Venue:  Lydiate Village Hall 

Friday 09:30 - 11:30  Group One 

Friday 11:30 - 13:00   Group Two 
 

Our final session before the summer 
break will be 12th of July with a social 
event during the following week (tba). 
Our resumption date is yet to be 
finalised. 

TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCE  
Leader:  Phil Davidson 526 6805  
Asst:     Colin Bennett 526 0752 
Venue: Kensington House 14:30   
No meeting in July & August, we 
resume on the 11th of September 
 

TEXTILE GROUP 
Leader:  Maureen Collier 526 0837 
Venue:  United Reformed Church 
Mondays 13:30 

Day Trips - dispelling the myth. 
 

Our group runs a day trip once a month and the 
occasional short break.  We have a strong core 
group of members sharing our trips but would be 
pleased to meet more of our new members as 
well.  There seems to be a myth that you can’t 
get on Day Trips but, of course, you can – 57 do 
every month.  The trips are well advertised here in the Newsletter,  on the web-
site and on our notice board at the table.   
The popularity of the trips means we often have large numbers arriving at our 
desk when a new trip goes on sale.  As a new member don't be disappointed if 
you visit our table and the trips on our board have been sold as they will have 
been on sale for some time.  Look out for the new ones coming on line.   
                                                                                                                          Marj Atlay 


