
 

  

 
 

For the second time this year the Improvers Bridge Group 
set off for a four day bridge holiday in St. Anne’s.   
The hotel was resplendent (as were we) in its Christmas 
finery and the food was up to its usual excellent 
standard. 
Each evening session began with cocktails followed by a 
four course meal and on one occasion we were visited by 
Father Christmas and his Elves.   His bulging sack held a 
surprise for each of us as we were handed our present 
for being good all year!! 

 

Getting down to business we played five sessions of 
duplicate bridge and attended one seminar;  our defence 
skills should now be honed to perfection!   

 

There was the usual great atmosphere with many familiar faces, all eager to find out how we 
had got on since our last meeting and trying to work out 
how great a challenge we were going to be!!   

 

Under the brilliant leadership of Gwen Beattie, the 
Tournament Director, the sessions were challenging but fun 
at the same time. True to form, we did our U3A proud 
bringing in one first place, three thirds and several fourths.  
We carried bottles of wine and boxes of chocolates home 
with us as testimony to our increasing skills. 
All in all this was a great start to all the Christmas festivities 
that were just around the corner.                                                          Jane Jones 
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Bridge Group Comes Up Trumps!! 

         Happy New Year From Our New Chair 

 

Hi -  I’m Dot Brannigan and have taken over as interim Chair until a formal election takes place at the AGM in the Spring.  
I have probably met less than 20% of our Maghull and Lydiate members either at coffee morning or in groups and so I 

welcome this opportunity to say hi and let you know a bit about me. I have been married to Joe 
for 41 years and we have 5 children and 4 lovely grandchildren.  

I am a Governor at Alder Hey and Deputy Chair of Governors at a local primary school. I retired in 
April last year from the DWP having worked for the last 25 years or so of my career within Human 
Resources. I love retirement and a big part of that is having so many new opportunities and great 
‘new’ friends through U3A. I honestly believe that our U3A is fabulous with numerous groups and 
opportunities to learn, share and enjoy plus a really friendly weekly coffee morning where the 
buzz of people enjoying meeting each other is palpable. 

I will sign off now but suffice to say that working with our Committee I will work hard to ensure 
our U3A is the best it can be. Come and say hello to me at some point soon - and please let me know how we can make 
our U3A even better.     A Happy New Year to each and every one of you.                                                                          Dot 

ART APPRECIATION 
Leader: Maureen Birchall  
287 0308 
Asst:  Marje Rusling         

 

January 13th  - Harris 
Gallery Open Exhibition 
No fee, no tour just a 
wander around three 
large rooms and be 
amazed.  Please call at our 
desk to reserve a place. 
 

January 22nd - Surrealism 
in Egypt plus John Piper 
Meet at the venue at 
13:15 for a 13:30 start. 
Tour and entry £13.00 
Please book in at our desk. 

 

February 10th  - The 
Terracotta Warriors. 
We  have finally got our 
long awaited date for this 
amazing display at the 
World Museum.  Cost is 
£13.50 upon booking at 
our desk on Tuesdays. 
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DAY TRIPS  
Leader: Marj Atlay 526 4665   
Asst:   Sylvia Adams  
 
Fri.23rd Feb. Jak Hanson 
Outlet and Vardi Restaurant 
for a 3 course lunch.  Dep. 
09:30am  Ret. 16:30 Price 
£24.00 
 

Fri.16th March Visit to 
Leeds and guided tour of 
Thackray Medical Museum. 
Dep. 08:30am  Ret. 18:00  
Price £19.00 
 

12th - 16th July 2018.   
Enchanting Essex.  
Join us for an interesting 
short break Staying at the 
Holiday Inn Hotel Nr. 
Colchester. Five days half 
board and all excursions 
included. Full details at our 
table. Price £380 Deposit 
£50 Sing. Supp. £80. 
Optional Insurance £25 
(upper age limit 85)  
Full details on the Day Trips 
website 

Christmas Carols in York 
 

In December the Gardening Group went on a pre-Christmas break. We 
visited Beningbrough Hall which is a National Trust property close to York.  
The following day had a free day in York to shop, sightsee, visit the 
Christmas Markets etc. We all met up later at York Minster for a 
Christmas Advent Service, which was lovely and quite moving. The 
Minster was lit only by candlelight and everyone was given a candle 
which was lit as the Service started. The very large choir was amazing, 
consisting of adults and choirboys and girls. 
The following day we visited Burton Constable Hall, an Elizabethan 
country house.  The Hall's thirty rooms were all spectacularly decorated 
for Christmas even having Christmas trees in the bedrooms!  This 

fireplace gives you a taste of the decorations we saw.  On leaving the Hall we were pleased to hear that they had never had such a 
lovely Group and that they would love for us to call again.                                                                                                                 Ann Raw 

Christmas Came Early for the U3A 
 
WE REMEMBERED, REMEMBERED THE 5th of NOVEMBER as 50 Sparklers rocketed off 

down the motorway to Eastbourne for our 10th 
(yes 10th) “Turkey n Tinsel” break.    After 
suitable comfort stops on our way, we duly 
arrived at the Imperial Hotel, which was very 
close to the seafront and all its attractions.  
The hotel was only a short walk into the Town 
Centre where the shopaholics found time to 
spend, spend, spend! 
The Hotel was comfortable, clean, warm, had 
friendly staff and the evening entertainment 
was fine.   
We were out and about visiting the ancient 
towns of Arundel, Chichester, Lewes, Brighton 

and Hastings Old Town ending with a leisurely afternoon in Eastbourne; (all this for 
£34.68 a day). 
The stunning Brighton Pavilion was visited by some, others went up the BA 1360 tower 
which is the most recent attraction to be installed in Brighton with spectacular views 
from the top.  We visited Cathedrals, Museums, the inevitable tea shops and coffee 
bars, went on the funicular railway and visited a quaint pub in Hastings Old Town which 
even historians can’t agree on how old it is    
Our only damp squib was the M6 closure on the journey home which added a bit of 
time to our return  journey. However, as usual, on this late break, the company was 
great, the weather was very kind to us and we all returned home after being thoroughly 
spoiled for a few days to asking the time honoured question “What’s for tea?”  
                                                                                                                                         Marj Atlay 

Planning a Holiday?  – What About Highlights of Hampshire?  
 20th - 24th September 2018.    

 

Enjoy  a ‘Highlights of Hampshire’ five day/four night 
break staying at the 4* Norton Hotel outside 
Winchester. Our break is on a half board basis at a 
cost of £425.00 (before the group discount) with single 
rooms available at a supplement of £80.00 for the first 
six rooms.  Our varied tour includes Winchester; the 
Historic Dockyard at Portsmouth; a scenic drive 
through the New Forest to visit Beaulieu and much 
more!  See the Holiday Desk /Website for more info or 
ring Jane on 526 2530 
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  If you know of any member who is ill or in need, please inform Lill Boyle (Welfare) on   526 4303 

Christmas at the Cathedral 
 

Upon retiring from my Nursing career, I 
returned to work on a part time casual 
basis. Alongside this I started a small 
amount of voluntary work, mainly with 
Woodlands Hospice.   I’m married to 
Roisin also a retired Nurse, who, following 
her retirement began working as a 
volunteer guide at the Metropolitan 
Cathedral and it’s fair to say that Roisin 
working as a guide sparked my interest to 

work as a guide at the Anglican Cathedral. I applied and following my training was 
accepted as a guide.   
Being a Cathedral guide (we are called interpreters i.e. of the building) in a small team 
of four on my allocated day of Thursday, is a joyous exhilarating experience, I meet  
visitors from around the world, and it’s great to be able to explain the cathedrals 
history, not just to individuals but also to groups such as the U3A groups that attend.  
I have been working as a guide for the last three and a half years and as each day is so 
different it still gives me great pleasure to show off this amazing building.  Young and 
old are impressed and in awe of the Cathedral which is ranked as the fifth largest 
Cathedral in the world and possibly the largest Anglican cathedral (the dispute with St 
John’s in New York goes on!). 

 

The work is often challenging, the questions are varied, 
the visitors diverse; but the joy the Cathedral gives to 
people is immeasurable especially when it is decked out in 
its Christmas finery. 

 

Along with Woodlands and the Cathedral I found time to 
join Maghull & Lydiate U3A some three years ago. My  
initial aim was to join the Digital Photography group but  I 
jumped at the opportunity to learn bridge when it was 
advertised. I have to say that I wish I’d started to learn 
bridge when I was much younger, I truly enjoy the group 
and have made good friends, and developed my 
knowledge and skills (slightly) of bridge.                                                 John Stoddern 

 

FLOWERS FOR FUN 
This creative group ended the year 
with a magnificent display of 
Christmas arrangements that would 
not have been out of place in any 
florist’s shop  window.  The group 
starts a new course on the 13th of 
February and details can be got 
from Irene Rowe on 01695 421389. 
See their work on our website. 

 

GLASS WORKSHOP 
Leader: John Jackson 526 2900 
Venue:  Lydiate Village Centre 
Meetings are held on Friday  
12th, 19th & 26th January 

 

TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCE  
Leader: Phil Davidson 526 6805 
Assts:    Colin Bennett 526 0752 
               Frank Wood   287 5462 
Venue: Kensington House Stat. Rd 
Meetings 2nd & 4th Wednesday 
@14:30 
10th & 24th January, 14th & 28th 
February  Subjects to be confirmed  

 

TREBLE RECORDER GROUP  
Leader:  Chris Otium 531 8401 
Asst:    Lynne Maloret  526 4490 
Venue: Maghull Baptist Church  
Tuesdays 11:00 - 11:30  
Having recently enjoyed their 
performance debut at our 
Christmas Concert this friendly 
group is open to new members.  

War Horse 

We’ve all probably heard of the film War Horse and most of us have seen it but if 
you haven’t seen the stage production of Michael Morpurgo’s book then you have 
missed a treat.  Last month members of the U3A went to the Liverpool Empire to 
see this production.  The Telegraph called it ‘Genius’, the Times said ‘Be sure not to 
miss this stunning show’ and the Daily Mail said it was ‘A uniquely moving 
spectacle’.  I just thought it was amazing! 

 

War Horse is the story of a boy, Albert, and his horse, Joey.  It follows their 
relationship from their first meeting & continues through the onset of World War I 
up to the moment where a separated Albert & Joey are reconciled & return home. 

The moment adult Joey comes bounding onto the stage the gasp from the audience is audible.  We are in no doubt that Joey is a 
construction of pulleys and wires but we are soon pulled into his world with every twitch of Joey’s ears, each snort he makes, 
each pawing at the ground and each amazing effort he makes when puling the old plough at home or the heavy canon wagons in 
the war.   
We feel everything he does and become emotionally linked with this amazing animal totally oblivious of the puppeteers that 
create every move he makes.  Their skill is to become invisible and they do it magnificently whilst our imagination does the rest. 
The harsh realities of the war are almost too painful to watch and the odd pieces of humour in the form of a constantly 
disappointed goose are needed to relieve the intensity. 
If you’ve seen the film don’t stop there; go and see it on stage and be prepared to be blown away.                                    Jane Jones 
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THEATRE GROUP 
Leaders:  Pat Kelly 476 1726 and  Ann Unsworth 

THEATRE SHOW DATE  PRICE 

Liverpool Empire Little Mermaid Sat 13th January matinee  

Everyman Jersey Boys Thurs 18th January £39.00 T 

Christmas Events 
As usual the U3A Groups had a whale of a time at Christmas.  From a heart-warming Christmas Concert to ‘a dance the 
night away’ Social, from a Christmas Knees Up to the countless Group Lunches and parties, the mood was pure fun and 
enjoyment.  We celebrated our year in the best tradition of the U3A. 

The Christmas Social went off with a bang.  The Group, ‘Gold’ was a real hit; their music inspired us to get up and strut our 
stuff from the very first song they played to the last when we reluctantly let them leave the stage.  Our caterer did us 
proud with an amazing array of food both hot and cold.  A quiz, a raffle and a game of Irish Bingo kept everyone on their 
toes until the midnight hour beckoned and it was time for all the Cinderellas and the Princes to make their way back to 
their carriages.  A great night was had by all. 

Our Christmas Lunch at the Adelphi turned into a real ‘Knees Up’.  After a good meal we listened and sang along with Julie 
Scott, the resident vocalist, and then made our way onto the dance floor to show off our moves.   Who knew we had so 
many Dancing Queens in our midst!!    
The Spirit of Christmas concert at the Philharmonic was pure delight, the orchestra played with their usual excellence, the 
choirs were magical, John Suchet’s pieces humorous & the tenor, Jesús León, made many a heart flutter & not just with his 
amazing voice.  The finale with its Mexican theme was brilliant.  The evening was splendid, a perfect start to Christmas.   

 

Whatever your group got up to I’m certain it was great fun and a perfect end to another excellent year for our U3A. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Jane Jones   

A Happy New Year To You All 

COFFEE MORNINGS 
 

Tuesdays 10:00 - 11:30  
Maghull Baptist Church Hall   
Tea/coffee served until 11:00  

 

Join us for a coffee and don’t worry -  
there won’t be a mince pie in sight!! 
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New Treasurer, Finance Assistants & Independent Examiner needed  
 
A message from Clive Walker Treasurer. 
 
Please act now - very happy to discuss  
 

At the May 2018 AGM I shall be relinquishing my Treasurer role.  
Briefly, the financial side of the U3A operation is currently in two parts,     
 
a.Accountant role which is in the capable hands of our Vice Chairman, Frank Mercer.  Frank 

is continuing in this role.   
 
b.  Treasurer (my role)  
The role of the Treasurer is basically cashier/bookkeeper and mainly comprises: 
 
Taking money paid in by groups at Tuesday coffee mornings (with assistance) 
 issuing cheques as required 
 banking of the money 
 manually recording the day’s transactions 
 recording details on computer based spreadsheets (computer literacy needed) 
 
Our financial year runs from April to March. From experience I know that taking over this 

role part way through a financial year can cause difficulties. Hence the plan that we fill this 
role as soon as possible to enable the new Treasurer to become fully aware of the 
procedures and systems via familiarisation and job shadowing. This will enable a smooth 
transition to the new Treasurer in May 2018 at the start of the next financial year. I am 
happy to be on hand for the first few coffee mornings should any help or assistance be 
required and I will of course be happy for the new Treasurer to contact me with any queries 
which may arise.   
 
I am also looking for a small pool of Finance Assistants to help with collecting money at 

Tuesday coffee mornings. If you feel that the Treasurer’s role is not for you but could assist 
on Tuesdays please let me know.  
 
Finally, we are also looking for a new Independent Examiner of the accounts as our current 

examiner is also finishing at the end of the current financial year.  Although technically he or 
she is not involved until the end of each financial year, the arrangement I have with the 
current Examiner is that he examines the records at the end of each quarter, so making the 
year end examination so much easier.  
If you have a suitable financial background and are interested personally or if you know of 

anyone suitable who may be interested in this post please let me know.  Ideally they should 
be totally independent of Maghull and Lydiate U3A. Also acceptable but not ideal is that 
they could be a member as long as they are not involved in any financial transactions.  Again 
please let me know. 
 


